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Food Savour and stay

Eat and sleep

There’s no need to argue about who's
driving home if you stay the night, write
Fiona Donnelly and Lizzie Loel

WE*VE all been there. It’s a perfect
evening. The food is magnificent, the
wine is flowing and then, suddenly
it>s all over. Nothing puts a dampener
on a fabulous night out quicker than
hanging around for a taxi or, worse,
having the dreaded **designated
driver®* argument.

The good news is that Queensland
is literally studded with great dining
options, all with accommodation
attached. Read on and plan your next
sortie. You won’t have to face reality,
or the bill, until the next morning.

Absynthe, Q1 Resort and Spa,
Hamilton Ave, Surfers Paradise,
5504 6466, absynthe.com.au

In the world’s tallest residential tower

in the heart of Surfers, you®ll find not
just Absynthe, one of the state’s finest
restaurants, but also the stylish
Mantra resort. An ideal combination
because this is a dining experience
from which you won®t want to rush
away. The resort offers everything
from one to three-bedroom
apartments, through to lofty sub-
penthouses. Absynthe’s owner
Meyjitte Boughenout is a multi-
awarded chef who has scooped three
stars for a third year in The Courier-
Mail Queensland Food and Wine 2010
Guide. Boughenout delivers edgy
interpretations of European dishes
using molecular gastronomy
techniques, underpinned by years of

If you’re searching for anything from a restaurant to a cafe, to a cheap

classical training. The result is an
innovative dining experience matched
with a stunning wine list.

Songbirds in the Forest at
Songbirds Rainforest Retreat,
Tamborine Mountain Rd,

North Tamborine, 5545 2563,
songbirds.com.au

The twists and turns of Tamborine
Mountain Rd are enough to convince
foodies who?ve visited the resort’s
restaurant, Songbirds, to perhaps
book a rainforest villa next time
round. It’s an ideal way to prolong the
serenity which descends as soon as
you’re seated at a banquette in the
scarlet accented, indoor-outdoor
dining room, savouring views to
surrounding rainforest. Chef Trent
Dawson has a light touch, making
liberal use of bounty tfrom the resort’s
organic gardens where possible.

The wine list, which is dotted with
organic and biodynamic hard-to-find
bottles, is also worth a

thorough exploration.

Prive 249 & Thyme2, Sofitel
Brisbane, 249 Turbot St, Brisbane,
3835 3535,
sofitelbrisbane.com.au

The revamped Sofitel Brisbane oozes
French oh la la but at night its newest
and finest dining room, Prive 249,
channels New York — particularly when
the pianist is tinkling the ivories. Chef
Mathieu Astier’s modern

interpretations of grand French classics
make for an enticing menu. If you’re
keen to continue the decadence with
champagne at the Cuvee Bar opt for an
overnighter in the hotel’s deluxe two-
level Opera Suite, or test out a comfy
Sofitel MyBed in a range of digs that
vary from luxury suites to rooms. Also
try Thyme2, a modern interpretation of
the traditional hotel buffet.

Vanitas & Vie at Palazzo Versace,
94 Seaworld Drive, Main Beach,
5509 8000, palazzoversace.com
Palazzo Versace is one deliciously
luxurious package — from its indulgent
pillow menu to the fabulous
degustations served in the resort’s
signature fine diner, Vanitas, which
has special occasion written all over it.
The hotel is perfect for romantic
getaways and landmark celebrations.
Room choices range from regular
suites to three-bedroom waterfront
condos which come with use of a
private marina berth. Casual
waterfront dining happens at the
stunning Vie, the veranda of which is
wrapped around the restaurant,
affording breathtaking views of the
Broadwater and the mega yachts
moored below.

Reef House at Sebel Reef House,
99 Williams Espl, Palm Cove,
4080 2662, reefhouse.com.au
The hearty breakfasts dished here by

eat or deli, check out The Courier-Mail Queensiand Food & Wine Guide,

$26.95 edited by Lizzie Loel and Fiona Donnelly. It's in stores now.
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DINE AND STAY: (From far left)
Vanitas at Palazzo Versace;
Siggi’s at the Stamford; Songbirds
at Tamborine and the Stradbroke
Island Beach Hotel.
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